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ABSTRACT
This directory contains comprehensive descriptions of
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Introduction

In an effort to respond to the needs of New Jersey sChOol dis-
tricts, the Office of Program Development of the New Jersey State
Department of Education has funded an E S E A. Title Ill project
entitled Project TAP (Technical Assistance Program) This direc-
tory is one of the products of Project TAP It contains comprehen-
sive descriptions of diagnostic-prescriptive reading programs for
which some success has been demonstrated in the classroom
as shown by statistical evidence of significant im-
provement of student learning. These descriptions provide basic
program information essential to prudent decision making. It is
the hope of the Office of Program Development that teachers and
administrators will avail themselves of this document when mak-
.ng nevelopmental and operational decisions related to their
reeds in reading instruction

The reader should take note that the programs chosen to
appear in this directory do not constitute all the diagnostic-
prescriptive reading programs available to schools, nor should
the reader assume that all diagnostic-prescriptive reading
pi °grams were considered for inclusion In order to initially iden-
tify programs. the authors used such comprehensive sources as
the Right to Read Programs. International Reading Association.
American Institute of Research. Title I and Tale III. In addition to
the aforementioned sources. individuals regarded as reading
education experts were contacted to provide further insight about
existing programs and protects that might be Considered for in-
clusion. In the final analysis. 500 programs were initially con-
sidered for inclusion The final decision as to which programs
would appear in the directory was based on available evaluation
data that indicated that the programs had demonstrated a
positive impact in the classroom

The use of MS directory is but one step in a total decision mak-
ing process The table of contents is so designed as to provide the
reader with easy identification of programs related to specific
grade levels. The descriptions offer information related to
program rationale. materials, classroom organization, in-service
training. cost. evaluation data on student achievement and, where
possible, the location of New Jersey school districts using the
program In addition to the directory. the project staff ac-
cumulated sample materials for each program. These materials
have been disseminated to the N J Educational Improvement
CentersNorthwest and South It is suggested that ad-
ministrators and teachers contact the EIC for their district if they
are interested in previewing r aterials related to the programs It
is hoped that the combination of using this directory. previewing
sample materials. and acquiing appropriate technical assitaance
wit/ result in school distracts implementing programs that be-
meet the needs of tneir students.
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